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to Ms pen, takes a liigh rank in the dramatic
literature of the Hindus.1

Dandin is another novelist who lived in
King Harsha's reign, and depicted Kanouj
life in the seventh century. He has cleverly
mixed the colours of the Arabian Nights
and the Italian Decamerone without, how-
ever, attaining the perfection of either. The
romancers of India revel in the marvellous
and supernatural, and are as inventive and
versatile as the ingenious author of Gil
Bias. Subandhu's love stories are also con-
sidered standard works of Sanskrit fiction.

1 The novel is full of weird romance, and written
in a powerful, but overloaded, style. Life after life,
the same pair of lovers meet, being attracted by an
irresistible passion, but time after time a cruel fate
tears them from each other. At last all obstacles are
overcome, Karma has spent its force and can react
no longer; doubt ends in joy, and gloom in the bliss
of union.